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 Home Rule?  For over a decade, the impact of decisions made at the State level 
have made it nearly (if not completely) impossible for new cities to be formed 
across the State. With nearly 500 cities already in existence within California, an 
argument can be made that Californians don’t need more layers of bureaucracies 
to prosper, and that perhaps maybe our rapidly growing unincorporated (non-
city) communities should instead look to annexation into a nearby city. Warning! 
Make no mistake that just the mere thought of annexing causes hair to stand 
straight up on the back of the neck for some residents. The emotions of           
annexation run so deep that it’s like a declaration of war! So why would I even 
mention this polarizing issue? Well…. we have several unincorporated          
communities in our County that are continuing to grow very rapidly (and in some 
cases have already passed up the populations of numerous existing cities), and in 
my opinion, County government sometimes struggles to provide clear and/or        
adequate vision, planning, infrastructure, and daily services. Residents within 
cities have an entire city council, and a City Manager and staff that focus on 
making sure their city residents and services are being addressed. In the           
unincorporated county communities, they have one elected County Supervisor 
who represents about 500,000 total citizens, who is only one of five                
representatives for the County as a whole, including the 80% of residents who 
live in a city. If the County Supervisor (and his/her staff) is not deeply engaged 
in every unincorporated community, “things” can fall through the cracks or are 
simply forgotten or ignored by the bureaucracy. I don’t have any easy answers 
here. Each of our large unincorporated communities have their own unique needs 
and economic opportunities (and often STRONG opinions about being absorbed 
by their neighboring cities!). Honest discussions and evaluations need to come 
from the communities themselves – not necessarily from the top down.  

Congestion and Taxes. I have made mention in the recent past of a possible new 
sales tax being proposed by the Riverside County Transportation Commission 
(RCTC). RCTC is a separate stand-alone government agency that has a           
representative (city council member) from every city in the county, plus all five 
county supervisors. In my humble opinion, the RCTC has been forced to do the 
former job of Cal-Trans (a State organization), that used to be the national leader 
in planning, developing, and constructing our highways and freeways. The State 
has reduced Cal-Trans to a simple maintenance and repair mission and has left 
the heavy lifting of providing new and expanded transportation infrastructure to 
local governments to fund and figure out (or not). When former Gov. Jerry 
Brown was first elected Governor (1975), I recall that he had a philosophy that if 
we (the State) did NOT build a modern transportation network – they (the      
population masses) would not come. (Continued on Page 2) 
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The masses clearly missed the memo. Fast forward to today where a similar “do not build it” thought 
process is now in place with the hopes that those who do move here will instead walk, ride a bike, or take 
a bus or train to work. While some will, the vast majority don’t, won’t or can’t.  Hence our freeway  
parking lots. Likely in June, the RCTC commission is going to be asked to put on the November ballot a 
NEW sales tax proposal to help fund and build all the freeway / highway / roadway improvements that 
are contained in a massive plan for our county. I have my own personal positions about new taxes and 
long-term debt being handed down to our children and grandchildren, but this future sales tax vote will 
be very personal for each of you to decide in November—because no one from our State government is 
coming to help.  They just want us to add tens of thousand of new residents and homes to our County 
without any infrastructure funding to support them or us. 

Help Your Firefighters!  I bring this up regularly, but you can really help your firefighters help you 
(and your neighbors) by making sure you break out your weed-whacker and trim down those tall grasses/
weeds BEFORE they dry out this month and transition from fresh to fuel. It honestly makes a difference 
as to how fast or how far a fire can spread. Get ‘er done! 

Goodbye Willie. The vast majority of you will have no idea who Willie was, but Mrs. Willie Moses, age 
102, passed away this past April 16. In short, she was a true mover and shaker. In 1946, she and her hus-
band Henry moved to the rural community of Good Hope (between Perris & Lake Elsinore). Over many 
decades she successfully worked to have a local school, fire station, and community center built. She co-
ordinated a free food program for low-income residents and helped seniors with services and programs. 
In 2008, the County named the local community center after her (and fellow longtime resident and    
Volunteer Firefighter John Schaffer). She was also a decades long member of the Municipal Advisory 
Council.  Always polite, but always determined, she was engaged on behalf of her community up until 
the end – Willie will be missed. RIP.   

As always – feel free to drop me an email.           

 
Respectfully, 
Kevin Jeffries 
First District Supervisor 
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Do you have one minute a month to help make Riverside County better? The County of Riverside is 
working with Flash Vote to gather valuable input from residents to inform decisions on programs,        
policies and budgets. The sign-up process takes less than one minute and the individual information     
collected by Flash Vote is never shared with the County, nor anyone else. When residents sign up, they 
can determine if they want to receive the surveys by email, text or phone. Residents will receive a        
notification whenever there is a new survey, and they will have 48 hours to participate before voting 
closes. Once a survey is closed, everyone who participated will automatically receive a summary of the 
overall results and be able to see how their responses compare to the group. Results are anonymous. The 
county encourages residents to sign up now at http://flashvote.com/rivconow or call (775) 235-2240 to 
participate by phone or text only.  
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First District Profile 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in 
November 2012 to represent 

the residents of the 1st          
Supervisorial District. In 2022 
the district was redrawn, and 
now covers the entirety of the 
cities of Riverside and Perris, 
as well as the unincorporated 
communities of Highgrove, 

University City, Mead Valley, 
Good Hope, Meadowbrook, 
and the March Joint Powers 

Authority. In January 2025, the 
1st District will also include 

portions of the City of Jurupa 
Valley.  

As of April 2024, the lower area 
outlined in red, including City of       

Wildomar, La Cresta, De Luz, 
and Tenaja, has changed        

responsibility from our District 
to District 3, Supervisor Chuck  
Washington’s office. His office 
can be reached at 951-955-1030 

or District3@RivCo.org 
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Interested in serving your local community?  

Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look  below 

        at the list of openings we have below for local commissions. 

If you feel you have the time to dedicate to making the district a better place feel free to apply 
online at www.supervisorjeffries.com, under Boards & Commissions 

CURRENT OPENINGS:  

Solid Waste -  One (1) Alternate Representative 

Assessment Appeals Board - Two (2) Members and One (1) Alternate 

Riverside County Flood Control - Commissioner - One (1) opening 

Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) -  One (1) Alternate       

First 5 Children & Families Advisory Committee— One (1) Member                                   

Good Hope Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - Two (2) Alternates                                                                              

In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient or Consumer of IHSS Services - One (1) opening 

 

If you are interested in applying for any of these positions please see the link below: 

 

https://rivcodistrict1.org/sites/g/files/aldnop256/files/2023-08/Boards%20and%20Commissions%
20Application%2C%208-22-23.pdf 

 

Riverside Transit Agency (RTA) is offering free rides 
on all local CommuterLink and GoMicro buses every 

Friday and will continue through June 28, 2024.  

Let RTA take you to your next destination  

for free! 

Get your Free Ride Friday Pass on the GoMobile app. 
It’s free! 

For any questions please reach out to RTA at 

 (951) 565-5002 or visit their website at  

RiversideTransit.com 
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Cleaning Up Good Hope/Meadowbrook! 

 
The Good Hope/Meadowbrook 
Cleanup on April 6 collected 58 
ma resses, 536 res, and 67 

tons of trash! That was           
followed up with another day 
devoted en rely to collec ng 

almost 1,000 more res.  

Thanks to Waste Management, 
the Department of Waste       

Resources, and Housing and  
Workforce Solu ons for the  

successful community events. 
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Happy Mother’s Day! 
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BIG IMPROVEMENTS AT THE MOSES-SCHAFFER 
COMMUNITY CENTER IN GOOD HOPE! 

The County recently finished a major renova on to the basketball courts at the Moses-Schaffer 
Community Center in Good Hope, including new ligh ng, sea ng, shade structures, new basket-
ball hoops, and a resurfacing of the court that will also allow for pickleball to be played with a 

portable net system. 
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UPCOMING DISTRICT 
ONE BEAUTIFICATION 

EVENTS IN GOOD 
HOPE, MEAD VALLEY, 

AND HIGHGROVE 
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Fun  and Educational Summer Kid Camps! 
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Visit all RivCoParks for FREE with 

the RivCoParks Library Pass! 
Time spent in outdoor spaces improves physical, social, 
spiritual, and emotional health. The RivCoParks Library 
Pass program is a collaboration between RivCoParks 
and local libraries aimed at promoting literacy, outdoor 
recreation, and community engagement. Through this 
program, individuals and families gain access to a       
variety of benefits, including free admission to 
RivCoParks sites, special events, and educational      
programs. 

For more information, including participating libraries,  
visit here:  https://rivcoparks.org/library-park-pass 
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 CODE ENFORCEMENT UPDATE 
In addition to the statistics and story below, Code Enforcement is also partnering with        

multiple other agencies, including the Sheriff’s Department, Animal Services, and Housing 
and Workforce Solutions to remove a long-standing homeless encampment in Mead Valley.  

Thank you to all the staff from each agency that is helping in this massive clean-up! 
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COMING SOON TO MEAD VALLEY! 
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Riverside County Supervisors recently granted final ap-
proval for Riverside University Health System’s (RUHS) 
Wellness Village in Mead Valley, a ground-breaking    
project that will transform healthcare by seamlessly          
integrating behavioral health treatment with medical care 
and social services. 

Slated for completion in 2026, the Village will feature a 
crisis residential behavioral health center for children and 
a Children’s Mental Health Urgent Care – both a first in 
Riverside County. The facilities will address a critical gap 
in local healthcare services. 

Construction of the $580 million, 19.4-acre campus will 
begin in June at the intersection of Harvill Avenue and 
Placentia Avenue—an area with few other healthcare  
options. 

In an effort to create a safe, comfortable, and legal alter-
native to illegal food vendors on dangerous street        
corners, the BOS also approved funding for a new Mead 
Valley Food Truck Marketplace, which will create a new 
outdoor food and vendor market near the corner of Harvill 
Avenue and Cajalco Road. It is expected to open by July 
1st.  For more information, visit: 

www.mvoutdoormarketplace.com  


